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Parliament proposed to abdicate its functions and to
leave to the Lord Protector, as it had left to Henry
VIII, the nomination of his successor; so powerfully

were events moving towards a re-creation of the con-
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stitutional position of the Tudor monarchy. Parlia-
ment had, further, in 1654, sought to deprive the
Council of all voice in the filling of vacancies in its
membership, proposing instead "that the persons who
shall be of the Council shall be such as shall be nom-
inated by the said Lord Protector and approved by
the Parliament". No less significantly Parliament was
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not prepared to leave the Council its voice in the
declaration of war; uthe power of making war is only
in the Lord Protector and the Parliament" (clause 52).
The Instrument of Government was at pains to
make Parliamentary legislation a reality and therefore
provided for the summons of Parliament "once in
every third year", with provision against its prema-
ture dissolution* The Constitutional Bill amplified
these arrangements by introducing the calendar into
English politics. It provided that a new Parliament
should "meet and sit at Westminster the third Mon-
day of October 1656", its successor "upon the third
Monday in October 1659, and so likewise on the third
Monday in October in every third year successively".
Power was also given to the Lord Protector to call
Parliament together "when the necessities of State
shall require". To all these arrangements there are
close parallels in the American Constitution, as there
are to provisions vesting the command of the coun-
try's armed forces in the Lord Protector.